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Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Boys and Girls Clubs – National Collaboration 
and Local Results

3. Town of Innisfil – The Rural Perspective

4. Ontario Camps Association – what will the 
summer hold?

5. City of Hamilton – Reaching Seniors

6. University of Guelph – Ready for summer, e-
sports and aquatics
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Presenters

• Adam Joiner – Executive Director, Boys and Girls 
Club of Ottawa

• Tammy  Botham  - Supervisor Of Program and 
Facilities, Town of Innisfil

• Heather Davidson - Supervisor, Gym/Club 
Programming, City of Hamilton; Vice President, 
OCA Board of Directors

• Beth Fisher – Supervisor of Aquatics, Safety 
Certifications and Active Kids Programs, 
Department of Athletics, University of Guelph
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Boys and Girls Clubs

• National collaboration

• Virtual club manual on best practices

– Signed consent

– Support in virtual programming

– Staffing

• Reporting to donors

– Measuring Quality
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Rural Perspective: Town of Innisfil

• Who are we?

• What are we doing?

innisfil.ca/thingstodo/programsactivities/
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Registered 
Programs

• innisfil.ca/recreation-
leisure-programming/

Sample ActiveNet calendar 
for program schedule 

through Zoom

https://innisfil.ca/recreation-leisure-programming/
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How are we doing and what’s next?
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Ontario Camps Association

• Nearly 450 member organizations

• 200+ Day camps, 170+ Overnight, 45+ are a 
mix of the two

• Many camps have outdoor education 
centres and a handful of standalone centres 
have recently joined

• On average 115 receive standards visits each 
year

• Currently over 600 standards that are 
reviewed each year

• https://www.ontariocampsassociation.ca/

https://www.ontariocampsassociation.ca/
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Virtual Programming Considerations

• Guidelines for safe, high 
quality programs in person 
and virtually

• Collaboration on Slack

• American Camps Association

• Draft “best practices”

– Collaboration with allied 
organizations

https://join.slack.com/t/covid-19-camp/shared_invite/zt-deibxy8j-mHDxNXnvSL1ZPovBSR9b8A
https://www.acacamps.org/news-publications/blogs/camp-connection/considerations-youth-protection-virtual-world?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ACANow&utm_term=apr-28&_zs=rsBPX&_zl=r2v42
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Working with vulnerable 

populations

• Witnessing Abuse/Duty to report

• Participant Privacy

• Behaviour Management

• Individualized Approach

• Emergency Action Planning
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City of Hamilton: 

Seniors Centre without Walls

• In existence pre-COVID
– 2 times/week; 15 participants

• Since restrictions
– 20 classes per week up to 4 times a day; 130 users, 94 

unique

• Issues with rapid expansion
– Emergency Action Planning
– Participant caps
– Controlled expansion

http://www.hamilton.ca/parks-recreation/recreation/seniors-centre-without-walls
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University of Guelph: Camps & Kids

• Facebook Page

– Focus is on camper 
engagement, community 
connection & joy to families

• Post videos & activities twice a 
week 

– Sample activities – brain 
teasers, colouring sheets, 
partner games

• First video posted March 19th -
1.6k views

• Camping industry messaging  
#stayhometocomehome

Facebook Page
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Virtual Engagement

• Family Scavenger Hunt with 
Finale video

• PAY-FOR PROGRAMS

• ZOOM sessions with 
counsellors

• Guided crafts, story time 

• Camp In A Box
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E-Gaming & E-Sports

• Online tournament structure for 
1v1 or team play of popular e-
games (Fortnite) or e-sports (NHL 
20, FIFA Soccer)

• Marketing to students 
traditionally who do not set foot 
into Athletics Facilities

• Considerations

– Age- and organization-
appropriate

– Player standings platform

– Registration/Waivers

– Code of Conduct
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Aquatics Programming Online

• Harness the power of your Water 
Safety agencies

• Partner with your swim club or 
varsity coach to offer dry land 
training tips for swimmers

• Instagram Take Over – Ask A 
Lifeguard, Ask An Aquafit
Instructor

• Approach swimming education 
videos with caution - providing 
disclaimers may not be sufficient
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Thank you

• Coming Monday -
Webinar will be 
online

• Resources & links 
available on PRO 
website pro@prontario.org

mailto:pro@prontario.org
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